NEWSLETTER
NOVEMBER 2020
Letter from the Editor
Hello, welcome to the November edition, we have plenty to keep us busy this month, just as well as it seems we
will be spending more time at home.
Firstly, we have another WEAG meeting to look forward to (details below), this month is a mix of a live Zoom
meeting with our speaker Melinda Barham’s pre-recorded lecture with (live) questions afterwards. A link to the
Zoom meeting will be emailed before the meeting. Melinda has also supplied us with a couple of links:
https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/rendlesham-behind-the-scenes – Suffolk County Council have put together a
series of lectures on the work that has been done at Rendlesham, well worth watching.
And… SHARP's (Sedgeford Historical & Archaeological Research Project) forthcoming webinar “The Anglo-Saxon
Revolution in Norfolk” on 14 November – A 1-day online conference to mark the 25th anniversary of the
SHARP. https://www.sharp.org.uk/conference
I have also had a couple of emails in from Guy Taylor please see below:
“Dear All – In case you don't listen to the Archers....
Way back in the summer of 2018 I was struck by a thought which should have occurred much earlier. The Archers,
on BBC Radio 4, is set in Borsetshire, county town: Borchester ... Bor-chester ... sounds very Roman to me. So, I
wrote to the programme producer at the studios in Birmingham pointing this out and said wouldn't a major
archaeological find be a great way of introducing some original new storylines and characters. I suggested the
possibility of a Roman farm/villas seeing as it is currently a thriving agricultural area, so why not then. The
discovery itself would give a theme for the Ambridge intelligentsia; evidence of Christian practice, recurring
seasonal appearances of archaeologists and archaeology students would introduce new characters, and the latter
group might get seasonal vacation work as fruit-pickers etc. The local copper might make a career move to cover
heritage crime; problems with nighthawks etc. Eddie Grundy would doubtless dream up some historical scam. I
got a nice hand-written reply and thought little more about it until last week .... When ... Jill Archer and her
grandson chanced upon a couple of coins in a field ... the local PAS liaison officer has identified them as AngloSaxon and Borchester University wants to do a preliminary field-walk .... Listen in for more, exciting
developments.... Cheers, Guy.”
And his second email about a 14th century timber structure found in Barnet High Street…… “This link to the
Barnet Society's website was sent to me (Guy) by Don Cooper of HADAS, giving further information on suspected
14th c remains. An amazing, serendipitous find.”
https://www.barnetsociety.org.uk/component/k2/medieval-timbers-uncovered-during-high-streetconversion?fbclid=IwAR3BFa0Vg7Y-uH215aVnZNRdsGPa4VJHnkjFw7Eq-ltofrxQfhaa0tqs38c
Page 1 of 3

We also have questions and answers following the Zoom meeting and lecture last month. There is still time to see
Georgina Green’s “Highams House and its occupants” lecture before the link is taken down on 9th November –
so if you missed it on the day or would like to watch again the link is
https://1drv.ms/v/s!ApJ2MDzoO_pTgQemY8g53RWmcwri?e=sS3EOf
Question from Odette Nelson
“the stones by the lake: It is possible to assess what the stones are, geologically, and in all likelihood where they
were quarried. This could pinpoint which buildings in the vicinity/our historical area also had the same stone. More
cheaply, if there’s any mortar, we could, with the combined knowledge of WEAG, roughly identify the
period. Great talk, looking forward to more! Odette”
Response from Georgina Green
“Looking for information about when Highams was first enclosed I’ve come across this, which may be the source
of the ‘fact’ that stones from London bridge and Waltham Abbey were used by the lake. John Harman* built the
summerhouse on the lake in Highams Park. The stones comprising the building came from Old London Bridge. He
also raised a queer monument in the Park made of stones from Waltham Abbey. (The Manor of Higham Bensted,
Walthamstow by George F Bosworth, Walthamstow Antiquarian Society No.6 (1919) page 15).
*John Harman died in 1817 but London Bridge was demolished in 1832. Did he mean Jeremiah? The WAS booklet
was published after the article in “Stocks and Stones” by F. Sydney Eden which appeared in the Walthamstow &
Chingford Guardian 17th February 1911.” Further information from Georgina relating to this question is attached.
Question from Colin Mann
“What do we know about the area immediately around the Woodford County High School buildings (say, within
200 metres of the main door to the school buildings) , before the new house was built in the mid-1700s? Was it
just an area of forest, lying alongside the ancient route that we now know as Woodford High Road? Or open
scrubland or heathland? Or was it farmed? Was it ever inhabited? We know that there have been various forms
of habitation a little further north, in the area around what is now the Castle pub/restaurant, but did such villages
/ hamlets extend as far south as WCHS? As archaeologists, what if anything should we expect to find on what is
now the site of WCHS, that was deposited there prior to 1750? Best Wishes Colin.”
Response from Georgina Green
“Hi Colin – This has intrigued me, so I made it a priority and my initial thought that it was probably grassland and
scrub seems to be reasonable. See attached. It certainly wasn’t farmland and there wasn’t a previous building on
the site. I don’t think it was high forest either. Repton’s illustrations are all of the Walthamstow front and show
young trees to the north between the house and the Castle area but one or two mature trees to the south. He
suggests planting more trees to make a better screen. Later illustrations, like Varley’s, show the trees that would
have been planted at that time rather than ancient woodland. If you haven’t come across the book The Forest in
Walthamstow and Chingford by A.D.Law and S.Barry Edited by W G S Tonkin (1978) Published by Chingford
Historical Society and Walthamstow Antiquarian Society, it gives a very good account of the gradual disintegration
of the forest land in the two parishes. Best wishes Georgina.” Further information from Georgina relating to this
question is attached.
As you can see, we have lots to keep you entertained and informed this month. So, I will sign off now with a
gentle reminder to change your WEAG standing order as subs are going up in January from £15 to £20.
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WEAG Member Profile

Stay In Touch

Would you like to be ‘our profile on a member’? If so
email me on and I’ll forward you the questions.

weag.org.uk
Facebook.com/westessexarchaeological
Twitter.com/WEAGarchaeology
Instagram.com/weag_archaeology
Anything you’d like to contribute to the WEAG
Newsletter or if you have any comments on the new
format, please email lexie.lyons@icloud.com

WEAG CALEN D AR OF EVEN TS
Lecture Program
Talks will be accessible via the internet and NOT
in person at the usual venue, further details to
follow. We’d like your help in summarising each
of the remote talks/lectures to be included in
the following newsletter for those members
who do not have internet access.

Monday 9 November 2020 @ 19:15
‘Non-Invasive Archaeology’. Speaker: Melinda Barham.
A Zoom meeting – joining from 19:15 to start at 19:30.
Monday 7 December 2020 @ 19:15
Social (book sales and refreshments) and roundup of
member activities.
Monday 11 January 2021 @ 19:15 via Zoom
‘Humphrey Repton at Highams’. Speaker: Georgina Green.
Monday 8 February 2021 @ 19:15
‘Bricks in Essex’. Speaker: Anne Padfield. Anne is a local
historian and English Heritage guide at Hill Hall.

Lectures are in the committee room at
Woodford County High School, High Road,
Woodford Green, IG8 9LA at 7:15pm unless
otherwise stated.
Non-members are welcome to attend Lectures.
A voluntary contribution of £2 would be
appreciated from guests.

Monday 8 March 2021 @ 19:15
AGM and ‘Progress in the last 12 months at Bankside Rose’.
Speaker: Harvey Sheldon, Birkbeck College, WEAG
President.
Monday 12 April 2021 @ 19:15
‘Historic Cultural Landscapes in South West Essex’.
Speaker: Tricia Moxey.
Monday 10 May 2021 @ 19:15
The Rudge Lecture – ‘to be announced’.
Speaker: Mike “Mr Stonehenge” Parker Pearson.
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HIGHAMS – before the house was built

The land on the east side of the Manor of Higham Bensted, known as ‘Higham Bushes’,
stretched across from Oak Hill to Chingford. About the middle of the seventeenth century the
lord of the manor, Sir William Rowe, fenced off an area of about 150 acres in the centre part and
sold timber from it. The fenced-off area became known as The Sale, and during the next two
centuries was progressively enlarged until the name ‘Higham Bushes’ became restricted to
unenclosed pieces on the north-eastern and south-eastern sides.
The enclosure to the south which is now covered by Gascoigne Gardens was made in 1758.
The lord of the manor legally enclosed a large area of Higham Bushes and built Highams on the
extreme eastern side of it in 1768. This was extended westwards as far as the River Ching and,
whilst leaving a thick screening of timber all the way round, he cleared more of the land in the
middle for his own cattle to graze.
(A.D.Law and S.Barry The Forest in Walthamstow and Chingford Edited by W G S Tonkin (1978) Published by
Chingford Historical Society and Walthamstow Antiquarian Society page 11, 13)

Humphry Repton’s illustration of the Highams looking up from the Ching shows buildings to
the north and there are still Georgian buildings along by the Castle. His map shows some forest
land to north and south of the parkland but on the south-east side it is named as Woodford
Common.

Chapman & Andre 1777, before the lake

Repton’s proposals, 1794

St Margaret’s (Woodford New Road, to the south of the entrance to The White House) is listed
as ‘Detached house. Mainly early C19, with earlier origins….’
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1357623
To the north at what is now Mill Lane: There was a windmill here which is mentioned in the Highams
Court Rolls: 17th April 1628 Walter Browne had a cottage “on the Lord’s waste adjoining a windmill
called Woodford windmill”. There are no records of this after c.1640.
Another mill was built in Bunces Lane known as the Woodford Hall Manor mill or Lady Therowgood’s
mill which survived until the manor was sold in 1710, in spite of an attempt to burn it down in 1699 by
the Walthamstow miller. Walthamstow Mill near Napier Arms founded 1767 – 1800
(Kenneth Farries Essex Windmills, Millers and Millwrights Vol V p.83)

The land around the windmills must have been fairly open so that the wind could get to the sails,
so it seems unlikely that it was forested along the ridge.
Woodford Green Cricket Club was founded in 1735 and is said to be the oldest cricket club in
the world that still plays on the original ground.
Georgina Green, 29 October 2020
Georgina Green \ Repton \ Highams \ Highams before the house was built before the house was built

Highams Park Lake Rocks

Stones “from the old London Bridge” by Highams Park Lake (23 Oct 2016)

In “Stocks and Stones” by F. Sydney Eden which appeared in the Walthamstow &
Chingford Guardian 17th February 1911, Eden says the stones came from the house built by
Denny which probably used the stones from Waltham Abbey.
This house was demolished around 1770. (VCH Vol.V Waltham Abbey p.158)
Eden says the lake was constructed around 1770 … and the stones were used to “hold up the
earth freshly excavated from the lake bottom”. The lake was not constructed until 25 years
later – so would the stones still be lying around as rubble?

The demolition of old London Bridge by Edward Cooke, 1832

There is no mention in Repton of any folly or grotto type ornamentation by the lake, although
this was a fashionable thing at that time.
London Bridge was demolished in 1832. Jeremiah Harman had retired from the Bank of
England 5 years earlier but must have had considerable influence in the City. He was 69 and
it seems more likely that that it was his fancy to ornament his lake with stones from the
bridge.
Did London Bridge have any ‘Gothic tracery’?
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From: Peter Adams [mailto:peter.adams21@btinternet.com]
Sent: 15 August 2017 09:59
To: 'Georgina Green' <georgina.green@btconnect.com>
Subject: Highams Park Rocks?
Georgie
Your question - The bridge that was demolished in 1831?2 dated back to the early years of the 13th
century. This certainly falls into what might be described as Gothic but I have not seen any pictures
of the bridge that show what you describe as Gothic tracery or the pointed arches that were
characteristic of the time. All the arches seemed to have been round as are those few remaining
parts that still exist. The latter may have been re-carved by Victorian masons but there is still
nothing that could be described as tracery. Indeed, the pedestrian alcove at Victoria Park (see
below) looks to be decidedly Georgian in character.
The basic architecture of the time (1209) was to a large extent functional but it has no doubt been
modified over the succeeding 600+ years. It caught fire a number of times, was attacked by Dutch
naval ships and no doubt was often damaged by larger ships wanting to get past as it was an
impediment to navigation and the free flow of the river. In the early 1760s there was pressure for
more river crossings and the City Corporation removed the buildings from the bridge and widened
it. At this time they might (?) have introduced Gothic features and it could also explain any Georgian
features.
Begged questions - (i) Although Denny’s house was a substantial one it is difficult to understand
where stones as large as those in the Lake, and when fully dressed, would have fitted into the house.
(ii) As far as I am aware there is no good evidence that any stone from the London Bridge ever came
to HP although it had to come from somewhere it is quite possible that some did come from what at
the time could have been a ready source. The stones beside the Lake are roughly formed and seem
to have been subject to major erosion/abrasion of a sort that would not have happened at HP. I
suspect the 1831 demolition was not carried out carefully with a view to recycling the stone as time
would no doubt have been of the essence. This might explain the rough shapes? It has also been said
that a summer house was built by the Lake using stone from the bridge. Looking at the picture
above I would have thought that a similar one would make such a structure without modification.
I had better stop as I am rambling without getting anywhere.
Regards, Peter

Pedestrian alcove originally from Old London
Bridge
(demolished 1831),
now in Victoria Park, Tower Hamlets, London.
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Sketch done in mid 1980s of summer house by Highams Park Lake in 1930s.
Approx location.
(As I remember being told in 1980s)
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