NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 2020

Letter from the Editor

Hello, welcome to the November edition, we have plenty to keep us busy this month, just as well as it seems we
will be spending more time at home.

Firstly, we have another WEAG meeting to look forward to (details below), this month is a mix of a live Zoom
meeting with our speaker Melinda Barham’s pre-recorded lecture with (live) questions afterwards. A link to the
Zoom meeting will be emailed before the meeting. Melinda has also supplied us with a couple of links:

https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/rendlesham-behind-the-scenes — Suffolk County Council have put together a

series of lectures on the work that has been done at Rendlesham, well worth watching.

And... SHARP's (Sedgeford Historical & Archaeological Research Project) forthcoming webinar “The Anglo-Saxon
Revolution in Norfolk” on 14 November — A 1-day online conference to mark the 25th anniversary of the
SHARP. https://www.sharp.org.uk/conference

| have also had a couple of emails in from Guy Taylor please see below:
“Dear All — In case you don't listen to the Archers....

Way back in the summer of 2018 | was struck by a thought which should have occurred much earlier. The Archers,
on BBC Radio 4, is set in Borsetshire, county town: Borchester ... Bor-chester ... sounds very Roman to me. So, |
wrote to the programme producer at the studios in Birmingham pointing this out and said wouldn't a major
archaeological find be a great way of introducing some original new storylines and characters. | suggested the
possibility of a Roman farmyVvillas seeing as it is currently a thriving agricultural area, so why not then. The
discovery itself would give a theme for the Ambridge intelligentsia; evidence of Christian practice, recurring
seasonal appearances of archaeologists and archaeology students would introduce new characters, and the latter
group might get seasonal vacation work as fruit-pickers etc. The local copper might make a career move to cover
heritage crime; problems with nighthawks etc. Eddie Grundy would doubtless dream up some historical scam. |
got a nice hand-written reply and thought little more about it until last week .... When ... Jill Archer and her
grandson chanced upon a couple of coins in a field ... the local PAS liaison officer has identified them as Anglo-
Saxon and Borchester University wants to do a preliminary field-walk .... Listen in for more, exciting
developments.... Cheers, Guy.”

And his second email about a 14th century timber structure found in Barnet High Street...... “This link to the
Barnet Society's website was sent to me (Guy) by Don Cooper of HADAS, giving further information on suspected
14" ¢ remains. An amazing, serendipitous find.”

https://www.barnetsociety.org.uk/component/k2/medieval-timbers-uncovered-during-high-street-
conversion?fbclid=lwAR3BFa0Vg7Y-uH215aVnZNRdsGPa4VJHnkjFw7Eqg-ItofrxQfhaaOtgs38c
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We also have questions and answers following the Zoom meeting and lecture last month. There is still time to see
Georgina Green’s “Highams House and its occupants” lecture before the link is taken down on 9th November —
so if you missed it on the day or would like to watch again the link is

https://1drv.ms/v/s!ApJ2MDzoQ pTgQemY8g53RWmcwri?e=sS3EOf

Question from Odette Nelson

“the stones by the lake: It is possible to assess what the stones are, geologically, and in all likelihood where they
were quarried. This could pinpoint which buildings in the vicinity/our historical area also had the same stone. More
cheaply, if there’s any mortar, we could, with the combined knowledge of WEAG, roughly identify the

period. Great talk, looking forward to more! Odette”

Response from Georgina Green

“Looking for information about when Highams was first enclosed I’'ve come across this, which may be the source
of the ‘fact’ that stones from London bridge and Waltham Abbey were used by the lake. John Harman* built the

summerhouse on the lake in Highams Park. The stones comprising the building came from Old London Bridge. He
also raised a queer monument in the Park made of stones from Waltham Abbey. (The Manor of Higham Bensted,
Walthamstow by George F Bosworth, Walthamstow Antiquarian Society No.6 (1919) page 15).

*John Harman died in 1817 but London Bridge was demolished in 1832. Did he mean Jeremiah? The WAS booklet
was published after the article in “Stocks and Stones” by F. Sydney Eden which appeared in the Walthamstow &
Chingford Guardian 17" February 1911.” Further information from Georgina relating to this question is attached.

Question from Colin Mann

“What do we know about the area immediately around the Woodford County High School buildings (say, within
200 metres of the main door to the school buildings) , before the new house was built in the mid-1700s? Was it
just an area of forest, lying alongside the ancient route that we now know as Woodford High Road? Or open
scrubland or heathland? Or was it farmed? Was it ever inhabited? We know that there have been various forms
of habitation a little further north, in the area around what is now the Castle pub/restaurant, but did such villages
/ hamlets extend as far south as WCHS? As archaeologists, what if anything should we expect to find on what is
now the site of WCHS, that was deposited there prior to 1750? Best Wishes Colin.”

Response from Georgina Green

“Hi Colin — This has intrigued me, so | made it a priority and my initial thought that it was probably grassland and
scrub seems to be reasonable. See attached. It certainly wasn’t farmland and there wasn’t a previous building on
the site. | don’t think it was high forest either. Repton’s illustrations are all of the Walthamstow front and show
young trees to the north between the house and the Castle area but one or two mature trees to the south. He
suggests planting more trees to make a better screen. Later illustrations, like Varley’s, show the trees that would
have been planted at that time rather than ancient woodland. If you haven’t come across the book The Forest in
Walthamstow and Chingford by A.D.Law and S.Barry Edited by W G S Tonkin (1978) Published by Chingford
Historical Society and Walthamstow Antiquarian Society, it gives a very good account of the gradual disintegration
of the forest land in the two parishes. Best wishes Georgina.” Further information from Georgina relating to this
question is attached.

As you can see, we have lots to keep you entertained and informed this month. So, | will sign off now with a
gentle reminder to change your WEAG standing order as subs are going up in January from £15 to £20.
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WEAG Member Profile

Stay In Touch

Would you like to be ‘our profile on a member’? If so
email me on and I'll forward you the questions.

weag.org.uk
Facebook.com/westessexarchaeological
Twitter.com/WEAGarchaeology
Instagram.com/weag_archaeology

Anything you’d like to contribute to the WEAG
Newsletter or if you have any comments on the new
format, please email lexie.lyons@icloud.com

WEAG CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Lecture Program

Talks will be accessible via the internet and NOT
in person at the usual venue, further details to
follow. We’d like your help in summarising each
of the remote talks/lectures to be included in
the following newsletter for those members
who do not have internet access.

Lectures are in the committee room at
Woodford County High School, High Road,
Woodford Green, IG8 9LA at 7:15pm unless
otherwise stated.

Non-members are welcome to attend Lectures.
A voluntary contribution of £2 would be
appreciated from guests.

Monday 9 November 2020 @ 19:15
‘Non-Invasive Archaeology’. Speaker: Melinda Barham.
A Zoom meeting — joining from 19:15 to start at 19:30.

Monday 7 December 2020 @ 19:15
Social (book sales and refreshments) and roundup of
member activities.

Monday 11 January 2021 @ 19:15 via Zoom
‘Humphrey Repton at Highams’. Speaker: Georgina Green.

Monday 8 February 2021 @ 19:15
‘Bricks in Essex’. Speaker: Anne Padfield. Anne is a local
historian and English Heritage guide at Hill Hall.

Monday 8 March 2021 @ 19:15

AGM and ‘Progress in the last 12 months at Bankside Rose’.
Speaker: Harvey Sheldon, Birkbeck College, WEAG
President.

Monday 12 April 2021 @ 19:15
‘Historic Cultural Landscapes in South West Essex’.
Speaker: Tricia Moxey.

Monday 10 May 2021 @ 19:15
The Rudge Lecture — ‘to be announced’.
Speaker: Mike “Mr Stonehenge” Parker Pearson.
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HIGHAMS — before the house was built

The land on the east side of the Manor of Higham Bensted, known as ‘Higham Bushes’,
stretched across from Oak Hill to Chingford. About the middle of the seventeenth century the
lord of the manor, Sir William Rowe, fenced off an area of about 150 acres in the centre part and
sold timber from it. The fenced-off area became known as The Sale, and during the next two
centuries was progressively enlarged until the name ‘Higham Bushes’ became restricted to
unenclosed pieces on the north-eastern and south-eastern sides.

The enclosure to the south which is now covered by Gascoigne Gardens was made in 1758.

The lord of the manor legally enclosed a large area of Higham Bushes and built Highams on the
extreme eastern side of it in 1768. This was extended westwards as far as the River Ching and,
whilst leaving a thick screening of timber all the way round, he cleared more of the land in the
middle for his own cattle to graze.

(A.D.Law and S.Barry The Forest in Walthamstow and Chingford Edited by W G S Tonkin (1978) Published by
Chingford Historical Society and Walthamstow Antiquarian Society page 11, 13)

Humphry Repton’s illustration of the Highams looking up from the Ching shows buildings to
the north and there are still Georgian buildings along by the Castle. His map shows some forest
land to north and south of the parkland but on the south-east side it is named as Woodford
Common.

Chapman‘& Andre 1777, 'before the lake Repton’s proposals 1794

St Margaret’s (Woodford New Road, to the south of the entrance to The White House) is listed
as ‘Detached house. Mainly early C19, with earlier origins....’
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1357623

To the north at what is now Mill Lane: There was a windmill here which is mentioned in the Highams
Court Rolls: 17" April 1628 Walter Browne had a cottage “on the Lord’s waste adjoining a windmill
called Woodford windmill”. There are no records of this after ¢.1640.

Another mill was built in Bunces Lane known as the Woodford Hall Manor mill or Lady Therowgood’s
mill which survived until the manor was sold in 1710, in spite of an attempt to burn it down in 1699 by
the Walthamstow miller. Walthamstow Mill near Napier Arms founded 1767 — 1800

(Kenneth Farries Essex Windmills, Millers and Millwrights Vol V p.83)

The land around the windmills must have been fairly open so that the wind could get to the sails,
so it seems unlikely that it was forested along the ridge.

Woodford Green Cricket Club was founded in 1735 and is said to be the oldest cricket club in
the world that still plays on the original ground.

Georgina Green, 29 October 2020
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Highams Park Lake Rocks

- S ps

Stones “‘from the old London Bridge” by Highams Park Lake (23 Oct 201) N

In “Stocks and Stones” by F. Sydney Eden which appeared in the Walthamstow &
Chingford Guardian 17" February 1911, Eden says the stones came from the house built by
Denny which probably used the stones from Waltham Abbey.

This house was demolished around 1770. (VCH Vol.V Waltham Abbey p.158)

Eden says the lake was constructed around 1770 ... and the stones were used to “hold up the
earth freshly excavated from the lake bottom”. The lake was not constructed until 25 years
later — so would the stones still be lying around as rubble?

exoept by folk knowing in the matter of building. ||
Here and there, however, are bite which tell the
tale of these venerable stones to the most oare- | ‘
less observer, In one place is a great piece
owing, by the regularity of tte deep,-rongh
oles in ita surface, clear evidence that it once
was a piece of Gouhic tracery, and, in another }f
place, are several mighty slabs, which indicate, by |
their shape and by the tool marks on their surface,
that at some time they have formed part of an |
interior pavement, part, no doubt, of the flooring |.
of church or cloister, or of one of the many stone-
paved }:mldmp once at Waltham,
Hsvmg beautified the lake, and strengthened its
banks with as many ancieat stones as seemed to be

The demolition of old London Bridge by Edward Cooke, 1832

There is no mention in Repton of any folly or grotto type ornamentation by the lake, although
this was a fashionable thing at that time.

London Bridge was demolished in 1832. Jeremiah Harman had retired from the Bank of
England 5 years earlier but must have had considerable influence in the City. He was 69 and
it seems more likely that that it was his fancy to ornament his lake with stones from the
bridge.

Did London Bridge have any ‘Gothic tracery’?
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CORPORATION OF LONDON

Records Office,
The Deputy Keeper of the Records PO. Box 270, Guildhall,

Miss Betty R. Masters, B.A., F.S.A. London, EC2P 2E]

Teleph 01- 0
JRS/SM elephone 01-606 3030

30th November 1983

Dear Mrs. Green,

Thank you for your letter of the 28th November. e are frequently
asked about buildings allegedly constructed from the stones of 0ld London
Bridge and I regret to say that we are quite unable to confirm or deny these
reports. The contract for the demolition of the old Bridge and the
construction of the new was swarded to Messrs. Jolliffe and Banks. Under
the terms of the demolition contract the old materials were to be the
property of the contractors, except so much rubble and stones as were
necessary to fill depressions in the river bed. As a consequence the
London Bridge Committee Journals contain few references to the disposal of
old materials and such as do occur are concerned mainly with remains of
property demolished for the new Bridge and its approaches which belonged to
the Corporation and were not part of Jolliffe and Banks' contract.

I do not believe that we have any information on your further enquiry
concerning the monument in the park. You will probably know that a
portion of Highams Park including the lake, containing over 30 acres, was
purchased in 1891 and further portions of adjacent land in 1892 and 1928.

I am sorry that I cannot offer you any more positive help with your

the
Museum of
LONdon

39 Smeaton Road,
Woodford Bridge,
Essex 1G8 BBD

Dear Mrs. Green,

Thang you for your enquiry about London Bridge. An "Act for the
Rebuilding of London Bridge" was granted in 1823, and demolition work
commenced shortly afterwards. We have no records of the fate of the

stonework, but the City of London Record Office may be able to help.

For the general background to the rebuilding of the bridge, I recommend
London Bridge Peter Jackson, (1971) which has some good illustrations.

Yours sincerely,

(". AAG hnv\



From: Peter Adams [mailto:peter.adams21@btinternet.com]
Sent: 15 August 2017 09:59

To: 'Georgina Green' <georgina.green@btconnect.com>
Subject: Highams Park Rocks?

Georgie

Your question - The bridge that was demolished in 1831?2 dated back to the early years of the 13t
century. This certainly falls into what might be described as Gothic but | have not seen any pictures
of the bridge that show what you describe as Gothic tracery or the pointed arches that were
characteristic of the time. All the arches seemed to have been round as are those few remaining
parts that still exist. The latter may have been re-carved by Victorian masons but there is still
nothing that could be described as tracery. Indeed, the pedestrian alcove at Victoria Park (see
below) looks to be decidedly Georgian in character.

The basic architecture of the time (1209) was to a large extent functional but it has no doubt been
modified over the succeeding 600+ years. It caught fire a number of times, was attacked by Dutch
naval ships and no doubt was often damaged by larger ships wanting to get past as it was an
impediment to navigation and the free flow of the river. In the early 1760s there was pressure for
more river crossings and the City Corporation removed the buildings from the bridge and widened
it. At this time they might (?) have introduced Gothic features and it could also explain any Georgian
features.

Begged questions - (i) Although Denny’s house was a substantial one it is difficult to understand
where stones as large as those in the Lake, and when fully dressed, would have fitted into the house.
(ii) As far as | am aware there is no good evidence that any stone from the London Bridge ever came
to HP although it had to come from somewhere it is quite possible that some did come from what at
the time could have been a ready source. The stones beside the Lake are roughly formed and seem
to have been subject to major erosion/abrasion of a sort that would not have happened at HP. |
suspect the 1831 demolition was not carried out carefully with a view to recycling the stone as time
would no doubt have been of the essence. This might explain the rough shapes? It has also been said
that a summer house was built by the Lake using stone from the bridge. Looking at the picture
above | would have thought that a similar one would make such a structure without modification.

| had better stop as | am rambling without getting anywhere.
Regards, Peter

Pedestrian alcove originally from Old London
Bridge

(demolished 1831),

now in Victoria Park, Tower Hamlets, London.
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Sketch done in mid 1980s of summer house by Highams Park Lake in 1930s.
Approx location. 3 (As | remember being told in 1980s)
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STOCKS AND STONES by

F.q

'NEY EDEN

appeared in the Walthamstow and Chingford Guardian

17 Feb.1911l.

A booklet was made from the printed page (by Wr.Eden ?) and given to the
Walthamstow Museum at Vestry House, whose Archivist has kindly copied it

for me so that it can be passed to those who might be interested.
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'STOCKS

materials of demolished boildings ! Ona su
thulhn{phmhlpmuﬂﬂm:u
that such of them ns sre sonnd and usabla
| while those which are not; it may bo surmisad, are
broken up for rosd material mnd sach lke. In
these days, no doubt, some care is takon to preserve
old building materisls which are thonght to have

i tegtaral or decorntive walos, but ik seems
they of the 16th,

peopls, tin '“ﬁiﬁ thei h.ild?;q
wan! more light r g
than mtau.udrth.i.r rﬁhhm of the Nerman
period, out oot the amall roond-headsd windows
£ thn*r churches and dwelling-honses and put
windows of » pointed shape in their stesd,
did they take care of the Norman m.ldmtﬁ
often intricate and beautifnl, which ran round
besds of window o
those we sdmire to-day (f
exsmple only) at Ifflsy Chorch in Oxfordshire !
Did they nse them, ss they might have done, in
thiir new building operntiona ! ., Certainly,
in & nsnal way, did nothing of the sort, thongh
Charmcter i are i ARl SO
chamcter which are ¥ Eng
%::ﬂmrhloldwnrkldl & Dew sitoa-
—as ut the Abbeys of Kirkatall, Fountains
aod Malmeshory—may ba left for experts to
debate, Mosat people, however, will wonder what

The same thing seams to have hap cwith esch
changs io architectural taste, so that to-day isin)
a common thiog to find an old boilding with walls
o "Ezi“nm m ork, bat
inga ornata w
u'i‘!.hn'nl :i‘mﬂgu of the decorstiva wo:k which
must have been pat into the buoildizg by those
gho Bt set it up. Such thoughts as these were.
suggested to me by the stones concerning which I
am about to speals.

Eight miles up stresm from Les moath, whers
the sluggish Lea its waters into the Thames,
& littls river, tha to wit, joine the Lea from
the eastward after & ehort run of some six miles
from its sonres in the high gronnd lying to the
north of Condanght Water. At a point in ita
course whers thres parishes meet—Woodford,
Chingford and Walthsmstow—and hard by the
place called Chingford Hatch, the Ching was
made, some time sbons the yiar 1770, to serve the
needs of the then Lord of Higham Bemsted—a
Wanor in Walthamstow parish—who was minded
to maks a lake in the low ground lying weatward
of the great honsa which he had then Iately bailt,
flplnxgméfnlﬂ Green, st the eastern end of his
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Ching, water from the licols latad
by locks, was mada to run int», and through, it.

The 18th century, towards its close, mw the
begioning of  reaction, of which cur days have
[Teen the froition, spainst the violemsa whisch, in
the 16th ceatury, destroyed po many besatiful
buildings of the Middls Ages, slthough, as the
sentiment which fed the movement was but half
instructed, it resalted, in its esrly staged, in gro-
tesque attempta to reproduce mncient architecinre
in tha form most familiar to follr of thoss days,
oamely, in roins,

- e

became of the greatsr part of the disearded stuff, |

A country gentleman who wanted to ba ahreast

Georgina Green.

| 1aid out his gardens sfreah, set up, in soch posi-
tions aa seemed to him appropriate, heaps of

disposed to represent roined monssteries,
E;‘ﬂh'mu-,m-f:h1m. Things such as
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In Qoesn Elisbath's

%ﬂh: of Waltham by James L and Earl of Noc- |
ch by Charles I., tha n of that Bir
Anthony Denny, who, alone amo-g tha courtiers
surrounding the deathbed of King Hasry VIIL
dared to tell him that be was dyieg, and for bis
rlndﬂn received not, s many bad anticipated, his

gath warrant, bat, 8o grest was his credit with
the Hn:.;'pirn! gloves carlously embroidersdy
with

lhlﬁfr Edward Denny, baing mindad to build
him a house wishin the precinctsof the cld Abbey st
Waltham, bad resort for s grest part of the
nectsaary materinl to the roinated monsatic
baildings lying rouad about tha nave of the Abbey
Thurch. To get an ides of the guantity of the

of the ideas of his day, when be mads s park or

frsi-rats building stuff thers ready to his baad

Abbey site was Eir Ed Denny, made Barom .

we must eall to mind that the joonoclssts of Henry
VIIL's day had thrown down the gress choir, the
transepts and the central tower of tha church, and
bad partly demolished and wholly ruined the
extensive conventual buildings, which of old had
#2004 on the north side of the ehureh, With such
material as this did Sir Edward, on the spot
whare the abbott's lodging bad been, set up & honse
which an

« +» + with gardens scarly to be
tqualled by any private gentleman's,”

For 170 years or theresbouts, Dennys and thelr
succemors lived in the houseso built beside the
nave of the great church, snd, as & walk roond
the Abbey Church will tell, wers buried and
memaorislisad there by tomb and tablet,

Amaony them were James Hay, “ the Magnifizent
Enrl of Carlisls,” 8 John Evelyn, the disrist, in a
latter to Ssmuel Fepys, calls him, who married
Hanoria Denny, h of Lord Norwich and
Earoness Denny of Waltham in her own right.
0f him Lord Chancellor Clarendon, in his Histary
oF the Rebellion, vol, 1 (Oxford edition, 1707,
P. 63), tella that he “ had no other consideration
of Money than for the Support of his Lustre,
+ + . Haleft bebind him the reputation of o
very fine Gentleman, and a most accomplished

riier; wnd, after baving spent, in a wvery
Jovial Life, above four handred thousand pounds,
whioh, upon w striet computation he received
from tha Crown, he left not s Honse, nor Acre of
Land, ta be remembered by The Magnificent
Earl's son James, likewise Barl of Carliale, spent &
ﬁ’g lifstime at Waltham, To him succesded s

of Wakes and Wike-Joneses, Sher fa of
and s0 forth, All thess, In their turn, li
ac the Abbey House In varying of
dignified state mnd eass, looking after their
manary of Waltham and Nazing, onee lorded over by
the canons of Waltham, jadging the folk ntsessions
and corn and cattle as fairs and markets, cultivat-
mf s littls literntura in easy-zoing fashion, payiog
solemn ealls, jn their cosches snd six, with ont-
riders, on their fellow equires, and, cn more or less
Iare occssions making the journey to London,
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of 14 miles along the king's highway.
-;t mn—c abmn‘llhl the then
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use hy up the earth I exeavated
Mtlf! laks 2 The iﬂuﬂ m.l.hri_l.l.

-orm, and waing, laden with stonss which had in
turn made dwelliogs for j.uﬂ.'lthliln canans,
courtiers of Elizabethan and Stoart days, and
Georgian equires, were painfolly dragged fram
Waltham aloog the Lea Valley mnd over the
grest Forest ridge, on the sonth-west end of
which Chingford stands, to their mew resting
lace by Higham water, This was done when
ge IIL raled in England, when peopla wers
exoited by the letters of Euim, then just atarted
and by the * Wilkes and Liberty " Equabbles, and
to-day one sees the old stones lying along the
Tikeside (now,and for some years past, become
part of the people’'s Forest of Waltham), mainly
¢t its northern end, tome half io the water, others
wholly on the banke, stained al-sorts of colonrs
by water and weather, boand abount by the roots of
great trees, and overshadowed by folisge,
worn, too, most of them, out of all reeognition,

except by folk knowing in the matter of building.
Here and thers, however, are bits which
‘tale of these venerable stomes to the
one place fa & grea
regulnrity of thke 4
oles in its surface, clear evidence
;I'll 8 piu:i::tﬁal_ll.l: ot
ATE 88 A
l-h:i::'lhnpn and hgu:ﬂ t?nl mar
that at some time they have
vement, part, no doubt, of
or cloister, or of one of the many stons-
paved buildiogs cnce at Waltham,
ving beautifled the laks, and strengthened its
h as many ancient stanes as seemed to be
required, the notion of a stone-built summer-hoase,
of u style to answer the popular fancy of a hermit's
cell, eeems to have come to Higham's locd, and so
he made on ths east sideaf the water, of old build-
ing stones from Waltham, mixed with mssses of
broken bricks and bricks epolled in
the small square srbour, which
wherein » man msy sit and view the
water, with its wealth of water-lilies and over-
wih, and meditate, if he will, on
the ages pass, comes

I];:'?nm'th
g a
o, ‘that it once

(s “dr in another jf
which indicata, by ||
ks on their surface,

Frontis pieca

hanging tree gro
the varying fort
as well to stones sa to men,
But the lake and the arbonr did not exhaust
store of stones brooght from Waltham : & few
were laft. These our 18th century squire, who
seems 1o have had & turn for historical studies and
to have loved a bitof Latin, set np
nd rome little way back from
thejnorth end of the lake ; and, becw
tot enough of worked ntones to maks the archi-
ctural mouldings wherein
tions which be intended to p
of his monnmant, he mads u
plaster-covered beicks. Th
gl the antiqui

une which, as

hesp on rising

to frame the inscrip-
“E‘:éh; three .i{ii:i: !
pt & w
e result -uhrl-—m ¢
ty of tha Manor of Higham and of
the tale of the stones from Waltham. A

On ope tsolet was an inseription whish, in ita
sep’s Mmutilated state, o Rege
Eﬁﬂirﬂuhm; Heigham nm extitit ;
Hodigrpas T . ., , Higham in;ag . ., to,”
the sathority for which is the entry in Doomsds,
Boolk that in the time of King Edward the Manor
of Heighsm was held by one Halder, s Dane,

On the second tablet ome can still resd “E
Fragmentis quondsm monasterii de Waltham
sanc'(e crucis consto,™
e The third tablet should, as it would seem, voica
& quotation from some old English thyme, hat the
hooligans who are quickly destroying this more-
than-century-old monoment, have spared only s
few letters by which the inscription ean
pechape, guessed at.  What is left of it reads :

MW [ e e e aie Htlen

The Fa. . . and , of .7 . Wallea™

Is it too much to hope that someons anthority
will take steps to prevens further desecration of
| this queer old monament ! For thongh we may

smile to-day at the nttempts made by our 18th gen.
L & forebears to show their ap ion of such
remaina of former times as appeared to them to
have historieal intersst, yet thers seems no resson
to donbt that the monument, the arbour and the
stonea by the lakeside at ham are, indeed,
remaina of the monastery and church of Waltham
Es:lly GT-:.;::.H m‘-'h.mggi-hdamnpun
and; al gl e history of Great
Enﬁ[ﬁm%ﬁm to thoss Iﬁﬂtl cen- |
t & that maw passiog away of social con-
|d1“=?m whioh, in effect, bad sxisiad, with liril
apparent change, for 500 years, and which W,
| too, the inning of new thiogw, eivil and relis
“gious, which were to eventuate ip the hurly-hurly
of the Civil war and in the ravolution which drove
the Stuarts from the British throne,
F. SYDNEY EDEN,
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